Community Engagement Forum (CEF) virtual meeting
Cotswold Edge CEF
24th February 2021 12.30pm – 14:00pm
Present
Amy Evans (AE)
Marian Mussah
Lucy Rees (LR)
Urfan Siddiqi (US)
Louise Young
Kenneth Hill (KH)
Lee Bainbridge (LB)
Kevin Jarvis (KJ)
Cllr Pat Trull
Cllr Adrian Rush
Cllr Katie Cooper
Cllr John O’Neil
Cllr Steve Aston
Dan Budd (DB)
Maisy Griffiths
Plus 5 residents

SGC, Community Engagement Officer
SGC, Community Engagement Officer
SGC, Senior Environment and Climate Change Officer
SGC, Public Health
SGC, Note Taker
Avon and Somerset Police
Avon and Somerset Police
Avon and Somerset Police
SGC
SGC
SGC
Charfield Parish Council
Cromhall Parish Council
Census Engagement Manager – Census 2021
Health Watch South Gloucestershire
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Welcome, apologies introductions new chairs and vice chairs and ground
rules of meeting
AE welcomed everyone to the meeting. The meeting was slightly delayed due to
technical difficulties and attendees joining from another meeting.
Apologies were received from
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Avon Fire and Rescue Service

Agree minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the meeting of 3rd November 2020 were agreed as a true record.
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Public Health update

US shared his dashboard of the current statistics and latest information regarding
COVID – 19 and mentioned the following:
• Decreased cases in the area, by age and by weeks
• Overall week by week decrease in cases
• Patients in hospitals have decreased
• Vaccinations have increased to over 116,000
• A graph which indicates a good decline in cases
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•
•
•

Our average is slightly higher than the South West average.
Achieved 80-90% success roll out with the vaccine
Paid care workers are now eligible.

Q
How come people go to Gloucestershire for the vaccine? How is that covered
in the statistics?
A
Bristol and North Somerset all work together as a joint commissioning group so
would be included within those figures.
Q
What is the percentage of vaccine takers?
A
I don’t have a percentage breakdown, but I am happy to find this out. There
have been around 76,000 people who have had the vaccine.
Q
Do you have any news on the Bristol variant?
A
Overall a great response from the areas affected. Testing went around the
BS16 and BS36 area – around 1%, which is around 300 people, tested positive for
COVID -19 that didn’t realise they had it. There will be data reported within the next
couple of weeks.
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SGC Climate Change Action Plan

LR gave a presentation on the ‘South Gloucestershire Climate Emergency
Declaration’ (see appendix 2):
• On 17th July 2019 the Council declared a Climate Emergency
• Council to provide yearly action plans and report back each December for the
following year
• Become carbon neutral by 2030
• Plant trees by 2030 to double canopy cover
• Explained what a ‘climate emergency’ is and the impacts within the UK as well
as the local impacts
• South Gloucestershire break down of emissions – transport, non-domestic and
domestic
• Ways we are preparing for the local impacts
• Shares areas and map of the West of England Nature Recovery Group
• Currently living in a time described as ‘6th Mass Extinction’
• Working with local strategic partners with upcoming projects
• Giving examples on how we can reduce carbon emissions such as:
- Journeys under 5 miles by public transport, walking, cycling
- Reducing flights
- Eating less meat and dairy
- Ensuring pensions and investments are climate friendly
- Changing the way we heat our homes – switching to heat pumps
If anyone wishes to contact Lucy to discuss anything to do with the Climate and Nature
Emergency please email lucy.rees@southglos.gov.uk.
Q
Charfield is has had mass development, and still has future development to
come in the local plan. All of this is car reliant because of poor public transport. The
mitigation strategies for habitat renewal that are put in place don’t really work, you
have already responded to one of the applications to say it won’t comply with the
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Council’s climate emergency. How much influence are you going to have over the
Council’s planners that this is more important than houses and it’s not just words?
A
I think the climate emergency is embedded really firmly in the council plan and
we have our existing policies. We are limited by some of the national planning policies
and our duties to abide by those. It is a high priority for the Council, and as you say
we have made that response already in that one case where the proposals were not
in line with the climate emergency declaration; but there are certain limitations to us in
terms of the natural picture. It could be something we have more of a discussion about
offline if that is useful.
Q
Cllr Katie Cooper for the climate change response and we have come to the
CEF meetings to give a response and to assess how people are thinking about the
climate change and buying into the need to act. It would be nice to get an idea from
the group, if they do believe there is a human impact on climate change and if so, what
barriers they are looking at changing things?
A
From residentYes , I think it is a manmade issue and do think it’s an emergency that we are facing.
We are trying to work with the parish council on sustainable energy in these
challenging times. It is difficult to make that contact. I think communication networks
between the parish councils are difficult when we can’t have a drop-in session due to
covid 19 regulations.
I think that it might be helpful to have some guidance and advice on what is the right
tree and in the right place.
A
(from chat) Yes, I do believe in it - barriers include feeling like nothing we do as
individuals will make a difference
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Update from Avon Fire and Rescue Service (AFRS)

Please see link: AFRSCotswoldEdgeCEFreport190220211541.pdf (southglos.gov.uk)
No representatives attended this meeting.
6

Update from Avon and Somerset Police

LB and KJ from Charfield police reported the following
• Reports of youths smoking cannabis – We are aware of the names. We are
also increasing the patrols around the area in marked and unmarked cars to
keep an eye out
• Incidents of minor damage in Charfield area – we have spoken to those
involved and it seems to have stopped now
• Covid breaches – issued a few warnings and fines but overall everyone is well
behaved
• Fly tipping in the lanes between Cromhall and Tytherington – reported to SGC
and everything has been removed. Unable to identify who it was but will
regularly patrol these areas
• General increase in hare coursing and poaching across the wider rural beats.
Working with rural crime scene, and have managed to get hold of some signs
to be distributed to land and farm owners. Reports have dropped
• Increase in scam calls and emails over the past 3-4 weeks. If you do receive
them, please do not click the link as it asks you to put in your details. Current
scams we are aware of include –
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Vaccine rollout – asking you to be on a trial period and to input your address
and bank details in to get the vaccine
- Career fraud – convincing phone calls from people claiming to be the Police.
They counterfeit with your bank and the call sounds legit
- Suspected computer virus – gives out a link and if you input your details
then they have access to the whole of your computer and use your personal
data
- People ringing about TV Licence or National Insurance numbers leading to
identify theft
- Ringing about not paying tax and they will collect money or the individual
from their house as you have not paid your tax
• Collated a ‘Big Book of Scams’ which can be collected from the station or
contacted via email for a copy about all of the relevant scams and how to spot
them.
-

To read more about the Big Book of Scams, see the
https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/media/32291114/little-book-of-bigscams.pdf

website

If anyone wants to join Farm Watch, they can find the information on the Avon and
Somerset website.
KH reported the following from Chipping Sodbury police:
• Been busy with Covid breaches across all areas in South Gloucestershire but
have been more relaxed recently
• ASB in Chipping Sodbury schools and the use of football pitches. They need
to update and improve their CCTV as there have been Covid breach warnings
and some youths have been banned from the area
• ASB as whole has reduced over the previous months. Nothing new to report.
Going to be focussing on the long-term issues that have been caused around
the area
• Public houses – pubs are shut. Still are getting reports from members of the
public that breaches have taken place. Worked with licensing to action that
and attending those pubs and see if breaches are taking place eg drinking at
the back of the pub/gardens.
• When Covid reduces, we are working with licensing and will do more licensing
checks
• Several reports of shed/garage break-ins which occur in the early evenings.
Not much has been stolen, it is more the damage done. It is good to have
security or CCTV around and alarms in the shed
• Poaching increased around the Badminton area in December. We have
spoken to the farmers about this. It can be down to the weather conditions and
we will pull our joint efforts across the BEAT teams to help out.

Q
A

Where will the brochures be distributed?
Cromhall main shop and other shops will have them available and across
Charfield. We don’t want to give too many out as we want the ‘target audience’
to receive them first.

Q

You could scan the book to print off or put it on the website to access?
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A

That is a great idea, we could see about putting it on the website for the public
to access.

Q
A

Are you worried about the drug dealing at all?
If you are referring to the play park incident, the moped was ceased the bike
was abandoned. We are getting more information about this and the response
officers are aware too.
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Update of issues from previous meeting

See appendix 1
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Nothing recorded
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Census presentation

DB gave us a short presentation regarding Census 2021 which is happening 21 st
March 2021. He spoke about the following –
• What the Census is and how it operates every 10 years
• It gives details on society
• All personal information is kept safe
• Collect the data for the last 100 years
• It is a legal obligation
• Shows how we allocate resources such as dentists and doctors
Any additional help can be found online or through a phone call. Census is on social
media and the website is www.census.gov.uk. Any further questions can be emailed
to Dan at daniell.budd38@field.census.gov.uk.
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Updates from SGC Councillors/Town and Parish Councils
No written report received.
Cllr John O’Neil reported:
• The plans to reopen Charfield train station are happening and going into the 4
stage process. We are waiting to see the design in June, the planning
applications towards the end of the year to see the station reopened around
March 2024.
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Any other business

Maisy Griffiths from Healthwatch South Gloucestershire shared information about
what she does towards the Health and Social Care Act and about her organisation:
• Helping with people who are experiencing or have needs around Health and
Social care
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•
•
•

•

Working with people with disabilities and how they are getting the most out of
their healthcare
Digital inclusion – helping people who are part of the digital divide get all the
relevant information they need surrounding help or information
They are working with SGC and Public Health SGC Team within the vaccine
rollout to put on information and listening events. The upcoming events is as
follows and also run by these people
- 4th March – Disabled People
- 11th March – Pregnancy and New Mums
- 18th March – Older People
- 25th March – LGBTQ+
How Covid has impacted the organisation and how they are running differently
- No face to face engagement
- Working with practices, such as dentists or doctors, and their patients to
help see what is working and not working within the practices and how they
can help

To get a ticket or find out more about the upcoming events, visit the website
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/healthwatch-south-gloucestershire-32608525971.
To find out more about Health Watch South Gloucestershire, visit the website
https://www.healthwatchsouthglos.co.uk and if there are additional questions or
feedback, please email contact@healthwatchsouthglos.co.uk.
The meeting closed at 14:11pm
Date, time and venue of next meeting to be confirmed
For further meeting information please visit www.southglos.gov.uk/CEF
Or call 01454 868113
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Appendix 1
Issue and
location
Wickwar Closure

Comments

Action

Cllr Trull – no further update.
We are waiting for the next
road closure.
Would like to see SG place
signs for diversion as they are
usually wrong direction. Would
like to see locations before the
work happens as it is
sometimes unknown it is
happening.

Cllr Trull would like more
suitable locations for work
to be held.
AE advised on any precise
locations to be reported to
the StreetCare team
Cllr Trull has tried getting in
contact and had no luck.
Will keep trying and let AE
know

Economic impact
on businesses

Will send out more useful
information and guidance
from the Councils website.
Please see below links:
COVID-19 Business Support |
InSouthGlos
Businesses and self employed |
BETA - South Gloucestershire
Council (southglos.gov.uk)
Covid-19 local business grants |
BETA - South Gloucestershire
Council (southglos.gov.uk)
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Appendix 2
Climate and Nature Emergency Action Training
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Make a note of your answer

Make a note of your answer
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Make a note of your answer
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Make a note of your answer
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